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Antike Schlachtfelder in Griechenland. Bausteine zu einer antiken Kriegsge-
schichte. Von J. KROMATER. Band I : von Epaminondas zum Eingreifen der Rb'iner.
Pp. x + 352. 6 Lithographic maps, 4 Photographic Plates, 3 Sketches in Text.
Berlin : Weidmann, 1903. 12 m.
This book is based on an expedition to Greece, and an examination of various sites made
in the spring of 1900. Eighty-eight pages are devoted to Mantinea (362 B.C.), 62 to
Chaeronea (338 B.C.), 69 to Sellasia (221 B.C.), and 30 to Mantinea (207 B.C.). Special
attention is given in each case to the strategy of the whole campaign as well as to the
battle itself, and interesting estimates are given of the strength of the forces engaged. The
book is written from a more definitely military point of view than most works of the kind.
It is dedicated to the Chief of the General Staff of the German Army, and is written in
collaboration with two of its members. The author believes that the military operations
of antiquity are useful for the practical study of modern strategy and tactics, and his
Introductory and Concluding Chapters, on the general points of interest brought out by
these particular battles, are well worth reading. Some eareful work is also done on the
Chronology of the Campaigns. The book ends with seven pages explanatory of the Maps
and Photographs, and 4 pages of Bibliography. It should be remarked that 5 of the litho-
graphic maps are only adapted from the best existing maps: that of Sellasia is based on an
original survey.
Geschichte der griechischen und makedonischen Staaten seit der Schlacht
bei Chaeronea. Von B. NIESE. 3 Teil: von 188 bis 120 v. Chr. Pp. xi+468.
Gotha : Perthes. 1903. 12 m. '
The third and concluding volume of Niese's work brings the history of the Greek and
Macedonian States down to 120 B.C. The choice of the stopping-point is dictated by
external reasons only : space-limits, and the desire to avoid plunging too deeply into what
is regarded as merely Roman history. In other words, one more historian of Greece (or
his publisher) has lost heart on the threshold of the period which cries aloud to be dealt
with anew. Like the preceding volumes, this contains a careful, more or less annalistic
treatment of the period, from one point of view only. All the non-political elements, all
the wider issues of history, social problems, the progress of culture, etc., are practically
excluded. Thus we have indeed a history of the Greek States, and their political squabbles,
not a history of Greece ; for the only unifying element in the Greek world at this time
was Greek culture, and of this we are told little or nothing. Doubtless it was necessary to
bring the writer's task into a possible compass ; and as a bare record of historical 'events '
this volume is no less useful than its predecessors. A short appendix sums up the chief
recent contributions to the chronology of the whole period. A fuller list of additions and
corrections, bringing volumes I and II up to date, was to be expected (e.g. it is not noted
that C.I.A. II 184 has been shown to have nothing to do with the Lamian War). There
are no genealogical tables. The index is adequate and useful.
Les Pheniciens et 1' Odyssee. I. By VICTOR B^RARD. Pp. vii + 591. Many
illustrations, photographic views of localities and reproductions of charts. Paris :
Armand Colin, 1902. 25 fr. ' '
The fluent author of many modern political studies and of " L'origine des Cultes arcadiens "
here comes forward as champion of the Semites against the author of " Le Mirage oriental."
Bringing to his task considerable acquaintance with the Levant. coasts, M. Victor Berard
tries to re-establish the Phoenicians by a minute analysis of the topographical and social
evidence contained in a part of the Odyssey. He would show (1) that the poem displays
intimate local knowledge of the Mediterranean coasts from Sidon to the Ocean. (2) That
such knowledge is only consistent with Phoenician ideas as they might have been set
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forth in a Semite's Periplus. After an introduction on ' Topology '—a name proposed for
the science of the interrelation of localities and events—M. Be>ard examines the ' Tele-
macheia' at great length, satisfying himself that the Pylos of the poem is the site of
Samikon near Kyparissia, and that the Pherae of Diodes was not in Messenia, but on the
Arcadian border at the later Alipherae. Then with much ingenuity, but by a rather
circular process, he argues that Telemachus' route presupposes both Phoenician thalasso-
cracy, and Phoenician transit trade. The Semitic seamen's Paradise he finds in the district
of Megara-Nisaea ; " Syria" in Syra : the city of Alcinous on a west Corfiote site near
Palaeo-kastrizza; Ithaca, not in Leukas, but in Ithaka. There is little novelty in all
this, beyond the abundance, even redundancy, of detail with which the author's theories
are supported. But the most startling contention in the book is the situation proposed
for Calypso's isle. That wooded well-watered retreat is found in the woodless waterless
islet of Peregil, lying west of Ceuta under the highest peak of the Sierra Bullones, the
Monkey Mountain, which, for M. Berard, is the African Pillar of the Sky. To take such
a mean and barren isle of difficult approach as well known to the Phoenician mariners,
and having been adopted as a Paradise from their accurate Periplus by a poet, who, it is
maintained, always describes realities, is, to say the least, inconsistent. There is much
interesting comment in the book, drawn from the author's knowledge of literature and
the localities. Of prehistoric Aegean antiquities he takes practically no account at all.
Perhaps their relation to his enquiry is to be treated in the seven parts, which will form
the second volume.
M a c e d o n i a n Fo lk lo re . By G. F. ABBOTT. Pp .x + 372. Cambridge: University
Press, 1903. 9s. net.
Folklorists will welcome these gleanings from a rich and little explored field. Mr. Abbott's
account of peasant life in Macedonia with its seasonal festivals, and innumerable supersti-
tions in which Paganism and Christianity are quaintly blended, makes pleasant reading.
The general reader will be chiefly impressed by the extraordinary universality of certain
practices and beliefs ; exact parallels from the ends of the earth are quoted by the author
for many of the customs and proverbs he has collected, and many more might have been
adduced from ancient Greece alone. From the point of view of Hellenic studies, the most
interesting chapters are those devoted to the " Folk Calendar," and " the Seasons," and that
on " Spirits and Spells." The last shows that the belief in wood and water nymphs
remains deeply rooted in the popular mind ; the Olympians have vanished, but the Dryads
and the Nereids still hold their own in this out-of-the-way corner of Europe.
Etudes de Litterature et de Rhythmique grecques. Par HENRI WEIL, Membre
de l'lnstitut. 240 pp. Paris : Hachette et Cie, 1902. 5 f.
M. Weil has here gathered up a number of articles in which, with a freshness of interest
Temarkable in a veteran scholar, he has welcomed and assisted to interpret some of the recent
discoveries in the sphere of Greek literature. The book falls into two parts. The first
contains short studies of two dramatic fragments among the Amherst Papyri; a fifth century
vellum fragment of the Birds of Aristophanes (11.1057-1085, 1101-1127), recently acquired
by the Louvre ; the Strassburg prologue to a drama of the New Comedy, originally edited by
Kaibel ; four hymns from Delphi; the additional fragments of the eighth mime of Herondas ;
the incomplete romance of Ninus, published by Wilcken ; and a few other such pieces.
The second part includes a number of notes and essays upon metrical points, originally
written at various times in the last forty years, but now revised and brought up to date
with reference to the most recent accessions of material. In the present chaotic state of
metrical theory, it is useful to have these essays, which maintain an attitude different from
that of the recently dominant school of Westphal, but practically coincident with that of
Blase, Wilamowitz and other modern scholars.
